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Battle of Buena Vista,
Description of General Taylor's posilion—

Cunnonading on the 21st—Gen. Taylor's

exposed situation—IHis awhile horse— Bal-

e of the 22nd of February— Death of Col,

McKee, Col. Clay, Col. Hardin, Adj't.

Gen. Lincoln, Col. Yell, Capt. Willis—

Colonsl Marshall's charge—"1he gallant

Mississippians—Gen. Taylor’s left flank

turned—-Demand to surrender—-Kiiled

and wounded—Minon’s discomfiture.

We had the pleasure of an intervicw yes-
terday with Major Cofive, of the Army,
who brought over Gen. T'aylor’s despatchies.
T'his gallant officer—a son of the distin-
guished General who fought so bravely on

_ the Plains of Chalmette, and in variuns oth-
er batiles, by the side of the illustrions
Jackson—acted as the Aid of Gen. Taylor
in the bloody fight at Buena Vista. We
are greatly indebted to him for many par-
ticulars of this hard fought baule.

General Taylor had fallen in love, at first
sight with the position at \\'lli_ci**ﬁnally
made liis stand—at Bucna “Vafta, His
movements towards Agua Nucva was mere-
ly a ruse'to decoy the encmy into the field
which he bad sclected for his baule ground.
As soon as McCulloeh’s men. who were in-
valuable as scouts, informed him of Santa
Anna's approach to_Agua Nueva, General
Taylor quietly brolce up his camp, and fell
back to his first love—Bucna Vista. 'I'his
position was admirably chosen. It wasat
the foot of a mountain, or rather of two
inountaing, between which ran the road
through a narrow valley. On his right
there was a decp ravine. which proteeted
that flank more cflectually than haila dozen
regiments could have done. The- left of
General Taylor’s line rested on the base of
a mountain. T'he road in the centre was
entrenched and defended by a strong Latte-
ry. In front the ground was uneven—
broken into hills and deep ravines—uwell
adapted to the mode of fighting snited to
our volunteers, and by its peculiararities
supplying the disadvantage of a great in-
feriority of numbers.

On the 21st the epemy were described,
approaching over the distunt hills.  Attheir
appearance the volunteers raised a great
shout, and gave three tremendous cheers.
Their engincers and officers were seen {ly-
ing over the field, and dragging their can-
non about to get thent in position; but the
nature of the ground did not favor the un-
dertaking, and it was late in the day before
the big guns began to open,

"The enemy had with them thirty-two
connon, mostly of large calibre. Their fire,
though kept up very briskly, and apparent-
ly well manned, did so litile execution in
our ranks that it was not considered neces:
sary to raturn their fire. Our cannon were
therefore silent the whole of the 21st.—
Eight or ten killed and wounded were the
extent of the ecasualities sustained by our
army on the 21st. During the day an offi-
cer approached our lines with a flag ol truce,
and requested to be shown to Gen. Taylor.
The brave old man was sitting quietly on_
his old white charger, with his leg over the'
pommel of the saddle, watching the move-
anents of the enemy; when the Mexican offi-
‘cer was pyesented. In a very courteous
‘and graceful manner the officér stated that

V¢ he had Deen sent: by his Excellency Gen,
“Santa Anna, !0 his Excellency Gen. Taylor,
1o inquire in; the most respectful manner,
what he (Gen, Taylor) ‘was waiting for.”
From the silence of Gen. Taylor’s balteries,
and the quiet manner in which he reccived
‘Santa. ‘Anna’s terrific. conngnading; the
' : ' he-was asking a very
to which .
‘aye the:v

sat the old chief, on his conspicuous white
horse, pecring through his spy glass at the
long lines of Mexican troops that could be
seen at a great distance on the march.—
‘The persuasion of his aids could not induce
hiin to abandon his fovorable point for ob-
servation, nor to give np his old white horse.
Lo the suggestion of his stafI'that old whitey
was rather too cospicuous a charger for the
cammander, he replied “ that the old fellow
had missed the fun at Monterey, on account
of asore foot, and lie was determined he
should have his share this time.”

At sunrise on the 22d February, the bat-
tle began in earnest. I'he Mexicans were
drawn out in immense numbers, T'he
dark colamns of infantry extended as far
as the eye conld reach, and the cavalry
scemed to cover the whole view with theiy
interminable lines. At intervals between
the infantry and cavalry, their big guns.
strongly protected by a large antillery fviee,
kept up an incessant cannonade aoainst
our lines. Their forces were soon in mo-
tion. Ourartillery was thrown forward to
mect them, protected by the voiunteers—
Gen. Wool led the main body in person,
and wasseen everywhere, rallying and en-
courageing the volunteers, 'I'he two ar-
niies were soon engueed in hot conflict—
‘T'he broken nature of the ground divided
the forces, so that instead of onc general
engagement, the regiments were compelled
in a great meagure to fight on their own
hook. Our officers were always in the
advance, leading their troops—hience the
great mortality amone them.  In this gene-
ral melee, one of our sinall regiments, of 400
men, would be atacked by a whoele Mexi-
can brignde of several thousand. Thus
the Kentucky infiantry was attacked at the
footof a Lill, in a deep ravine, by an im-
mense force of the cuemy. A large num-
ber of the officers were killed here-——among
them was Col. MeRee, who fell badly
wounded, and was immediately despatched
by the enemy, who pierced him with their
bayoncts as he lay on the around, #;icut_
Col. Clay was shot through the thigh,and
being unable to wallk, was taken up and
carried some distance by some of his men,
but owing to the stcepness of the hill, the
men finding it very difficult to carry him,
and the enemy in great numbers pressing
upon them, the gallant Licut. Colonel beg-
ged them to leave him and take care of
themselves,  Tlorced to leave him on the
ficld, the last that was seen of this noble
yeung officer he was lying on  his back,
fizhting with his sword the enemy who were
stubbing him with their bayonets. 'I'he
veteran Capt. Wm. 8. Willis, of the same
regiment, at the head of his company, with
three stalwart sons who fought at his side,
was badly wounnded, but still continued the
fight, until he was overcome with the loss
of blood,

In the micantime, the Indiana brigade,
who were drawn out and ordered to charge
the enemy, were seized with a panie, and
displayed some hesitation, Assistant Ad’jt.
Gen. Lincoln rushed totheir frontand whilst
upbraiding them for their cowardice, was
shot, scveral balls passing through his body.
Ln justice to this brigade it should be stated,
that they subsequently rallied, and fully re-
deemed their reputation by the most gallant
and effec®®e fighting.

Col. Hardin led the 1llinoisiansin very
handsome style, and the sturdy “suckers”
fought like lions. Their intrepid Colonel
fell wounded, and expericnced the fate of
Cols. McKee and Clay, and was killed by
the enemy—not however before he hail
killed one of the cowardly misereants with
a pistol, which he fired whilst lying on the
grouind,

Col. Yell led, the foremost man, a charge®
“of his mountgd volunteers against a lavge
body of lancers, and was %kill by a lance,
which entered his mouth and tore off oue
side of his face. =

The Mississippians, the heroes of Monte-
rey, after doing hard duty as skirmishers,
~were ordercd into line to receive a charge
of cavairy, which they did with their rifles,
delivering ut the some time a most destruc-
tive fire among the erowded columns of
cavalry.. "U'he enemy were completely re-
pulsed: . The distinguished com ?:dcr of

Davis,

this gallant regiment, Col. Jeffurso
was badly wounded, an escopette ball ha-
ving entered his foot and passed out of his
leg. - He was, however; doing ‘well wgcn
last heard from. 'T'he chivalrous. Lidut.
Col. McClung was prevented from' doing

fight, by the gricvous wolnd received at the
battle of Monterey, which still confines him
to his bed, and from which it is much feared

|'by his best friends he will never recover - .
1 .. Col. Aumphry, Marshall’s splendid regi-

| mentof Kent cl,:y'?av_glry were impatient
g AT

fire |,on the fie

his share of the brave deeds of this brilliant |

[ Moxicais us el

from their carbines, charged in the most
gallant style through the column on the
right and whecling, [ell on their left, dis-
pursing and killing a great number of them.
A like charge was made by Col. May, at
the head of a squadron of Dragoon, and one
of Arkansas Cavalry, against a large body
of the enemy’s Cavalry, with like results.

During the enaggement on the right,
Santa Anna, sceing  that Gen. Taylor's
force was not well protected on the lelt
flank, seut a large force of cavalry around
that point, and out-flanking "U'aylor, sucere-
ded in throwing 2,000 men into his rear.
But Gen, Taylor imwmediately sent Capt,
Bragg, with his artillery acuainst this foree,
who succeeded in cutting them off from the
main body, Licut. Crittenden was de-
spatched, with a flee of truce, to demand the
immediate sarrender ol this force.  T'he
Mexivan officer, pretending not 1o under-
stand the charaecier of his wiission, insisted
that ie should be blind-folded, according
to the rules of war, and thas had the Lien
tenant carried into the camp ol Santa Anna
himsell,  T'his was a ruse o get time to
extricate the Mexican Cavalry from their
dangerous position, and pending this truce
they were all drawn ofl by a different road
from that by which “they had gained this
postton,

Licut, Crittenden was conducted blind-
folded to the tent of the Mexican General-
in- Chiel; which he found a long distance
from the scene of action, and which he
thought the safest place he had been in du-
ring the whole day. As he approached
Santa Anna'’s tent he was greeted with a
most tremendous fluristt of trampets, which
might have been heard a mmle off, but pro-
duced no very great terror in tne mind of
the Ientuckinn.  Ilis blind was taken off
and he found himselfin the presence of the
famous Mexican Chief, surrounded by a
brilliant stafl’ of bedizzened. gilded, and
moustached officers. Santa Anna apolo-
aized to the Licutenant for the act of his
officers, in having him blind-folded, saying,
that so far from having any desire to con-
ceal his situation, he was rather desirous of
exhibiting to General "I'uylor the utter joiiy
ofresisting so powerful an army as he had
under his command. 1o which the Licu-
tenant replied, that his simpic message was
to demand his [Santa Anna’s| immediate
surrender to General 'aylor.  When this
extraordinary demand was translated (o the
Mexican, he raised his hands and eycbrow
in utter astonishment at the temerity and
presumption of such a message, and replied,
that he wvould expect Gen. ‘'avlor to sur-
sender in an hour, or he would destroy all
his forces.  Licut. Crittenden’sreply, which
we have alveady given—* Geacral Taylor
aever surrenderss I'—terminated the inter-
view, and the battle re-coimmenced, and was
continued until night.

Santa Anna took three small picees of
our artillery, which, under Lieut. O’Brien,
had heen posted too far in advance to be
covered hy our infantry.  All the gunners
were shot down, tind when the guns were
captured tlrere a\ not a soldier lefl to man
themi. One  of tdese picces was an old
Texian 6-pounder, which, during the T'exan
Revolution, had done good exeeution among
the Mexican ranks, As to the flags he
hoasts of having taken, they are very proba-
bly mere company markers, which were
dropped on the ficld and picked up by the
valliant Mexicans, His Excellency of the
War Department, to whem Santa Anna has
sent these trophies, will no doubt be sorely
disappointed in the size, texture, and beauty
of these standards. Mexican pride is easy
satislied when such fechle mementoes of
their prowess and valor as these console
them for so inglorious a defeat.

All the officers on our side, in this hard-
fought battle, distinguished themselves, T'he
details of the battle were confided to Gen.
Wool, who nobly justified the confidence of
his commander and brother-veteran, by the
most active, zealous, eflicient and gallant
conduct, Throushout the whele acticn he
was constantly engaged in the disposition of
our forces, and in rallying them to the onset,
It was a miracle that he escaped the thick
flying balls which thinned the ranks he was
marshalling. There was but one complaint
made againsgt him, and that was, he exposed
himself too much. Briadier General Lane,
also,showed himself to be a brave and capa-
ble officer, Althongh wounded early inthe ac-
tion, he kept his horse until it closed, and
never.for o morment left his post. e

The old General-in-Chief remained at
his original and much exposed position, su-
perintonding the battle and narrowly watch-
ing itsevents. An escopette ball passed
through his overcoat—that same old hrown,
80 familiar to all the officers and men who
have ever been ‘umder his command, and
has seen several fcampaigns. in Florida, in
Texas, and-in_Mexico,: : v

“and taking care :of th
Mosiciils dh'sall a5 Thole
wers, liowever, bif few.

813 Wound

A ; “ | To my thinking all' the more valuabl
On the night of the -22d, - both ‘armies spoils takeen fram the Mexicans shoul
drew off fronithe field of battle. - Our,men to Washington City, or som
vgeré.enggged'all night in" bringing in the | place in' the Unite
Wwotindec ak 1émi—the

owh men. There |‘femair
of * our-men: folind | and

Santa Anna’s  signilicant words, in his
despateh, “all dead,” the cowardly misere-
ants having killed every man whom they
overtools, wounded anel helpless on the field,
With like turpitude and treachery, they lefi
their own dead unburried and thejr wounded
uncared for, on the fiell where they fell.
The lntter were enrried to Saltillo, in our
own wagons, the former were buarried by
the alealde, under the  orders of General
Tayler.

A number of officers woere taken Priso-
ners, aml an exchange  was eliected, hy
which all cur wen who ave now in their
hands were released.  Cassius M. Clay’s
party are understood now to be in the city of
i\li‘,‘li{:u. i

Among the killed and wormded of the Mexi-
cans ware three general oflicers and twenly
colonels and  commanders of battalions.
Generl Minon, it appears, has not as yet
readized the brilliaat caveor of” whieh he
considereid his capture off Major Bovland an
carnest.  He was ordered by Santa Anna
fo attack and carry Saltillo during ihe en.
magement at Buena Vista,  With this ob.
Jecty he made a demonstration against the
town with 2000 ecavalry.  Licut. Shover,
with sixty men and two small picecs of ar-
tillery, went to meet the valliant General,
and at one discharze off Lis eannon, sent
hit and his large foree to the right about in
double quicl time,

In concluding our necessarily imperfot
sketeh of the [ew details of the brillinnt
deeds of American valor performed at Bu-
enn Vista—iletails gathered  from a hasty
conversation, we must be allowed to express
our satisfiction to find that the anticipation
we have so confidently and so frequiently
expressed of the bravery and  elficiency of
our volunteers, have been more than roali-
zed.  Let those who have heretolbre made
citizen soldiers their theme ot their ribaldry
and ridicule, be forever hushed into silence
by the unparallelled gallautry and  glory
which have conseerated in American histo-
ry the bloody field of Buena Vista,

Later from Vera Cruz,
New Orieans, April 14,

U. 8. steamship Edith, Capt. Conillard,
from Vera Cruz, evening of the Gth inst.
arrived at the Balize on the morning of the
| lth—reports that Alvarado was taken by
the army, without a battle, on the 4th inst.
On the 5th inst. Col. Harney,in command of
the 2d Dragoons and a detachment from
General ‘T'wiggs’ division, took pos=ession
ol Antigua capturing one officer and eight
Mexiean lancers.

T'he army was to moveon the 7ith inst,
in the dircetion of Jalapa by divisions,
General Twiggs leading the advance, lol-
lowed by General Patterson with volun-
teers, and General Worth, with the first di-
vision of regulars, bringing up the rear,
The health of the army so far was good.

T'he U, 8. steamships Virginia, McKin,
and Eudora, left at anchor near the castle
San Juan de [Tlua,the Eudora soon to leave
for the United States.

The two ports reported to have been ta-
ken by our forces are Flacotalpan and Co-
samoloapan, above Alvarado, They have
fallen without resistance.  They are impor-
tant points, situated upon the fine inland
waters which have their outlet to the Gulf
at Alvarado.  Mr. Kendall informs us in a
postseript to one of his letters, that Com.
Perry is about starting with all his vessels,
with the intention of capturing every city,
town and port on the entire Mexican coast.

The very latest report at Vera Cruz was
that Santa Anna would dispute the passage
of ourtroops to Mexico with an army of
20,000 men, but it was an indefinite rumor
to which Mr. Kendall attached little impor-
tance.

Ldilorial Correspondence of the Picayune.
Vera Cruz, April 5, 1847,

Alvarado, as every one aunticipated, was
taken without firing a gun, and the squad-
ron has returned to this place; Captain
Mayo has been left as Governor of the
town with a small force, while Capt. Tai-
nall, in the Spitfire, has gone farther up the
viver to look in at the different towns, I
learn that General Quitman’s brigade re-
turns to-morrow. and [ further hear that
Licut. Hunter, of the Scourge—the first 1n
at Alvorado—has been arrested by Com.
Perry for going ahead of his instructions,
or on some charge of the kind. Better be
accused of going too fast than too sfow, and
I hope that i the present instance, Lieut.
H. can explain’every thing satisfactory, A
great number of cannon and other milifary
stores were captured at Alvarado, for there
were no less than seven forts and batteries
on the water side.. It is said that :Coinmo-
dore Perry has brought off every thing of
value, and trust the report may be true,

They wererfo use

..... - m—
on the old Spanish guns we have captured
from Mexicans, and which the latter have
treasured as among the most brilliant re-
sults of their wars with. the mother couns
try. They are covered with figures and
devices of mos: finished and elaborate
workmanship, although none of them are
more than two hundred years old.

Weare constantly in receipts of rumors
fru:_n the city of Mcxico—every_ man who
arrives has some new tale to relate. The
generidl impression is that Santa Anna has
succeeded in putting down Gomez Farias,
after a great deal of fighting but little blood-
shed.  What his next movement is to
be one cananot tell, yet there are many who
think that he is disposed 1o carry on the
war with the United Siates {o the last.
That Sauta .-i_nna and  the Ieading minds
of the country, especially amiong the high-
er classes of the clergy, know full well the
utter fol'y of the contest; is certain ; but
that they can make headway against the
swarms of hungry officers and mal contents!
who only live by war and convulsions, is
problematical. _ ;

It is now thought that the army will
move forward in the course of a. week at.
farthest, although without a sufficiency of
transpertation to take along many of what,
may almost be deemed the indispensables of
amarch. 'The great gales of the winter,
the immense number of wrecks, and the
losses of mules and horses attendant, have
crippled the resources of the Quarter Mas: -
ter’s Jepartmenit o a most annoying ex:
tent. Yours, &e. G, W. K.

Vera Crez, Mexico, April 6 1847,

I have just seen a man from the city of
Mexico ten days since; coming by the way
of Orizaba.  He gives a most fudicrous de-
seription of the fighting at the capital,
The Pollea or the Priest party have been
in possession of the Alameida and other
portions of the outskirts of the city, while
the :u.lhere!_*.ts of the Gavernment have
been quartered at the Palace. At 10
o'clock each morning the firing would com-
mence, either party goinig up to their sand-
bag barricades and banging and blazing
away, promiscuously, and miscellaneously
atany thing, and nothing ; more especial-
ly vothing.  The result of onée fonth’d
hard fighting has been that one poor Ger-
man watch-moker and a few innocent wo-
men and children have been killed or
crippled—the beligerents have deemed it
cither imprudent or expedient to come in
sight of cach other. A more perfect farcs
has never been enacted. j

My informantsays that there are some,
twenty American deserters at the ¢ity of
Mexico. They rendezvous at the ten-pin al-
ley of a man named Hawkins and are in a
most pitiful condition. There are also
near one huudred American prisoners in
and about the city—perhaps Major Bor-
land’s party. g

A body of 1,000 men horse and foot, left
Puebla a weel agoto-duy; in' the direction
of Julapa. They all talized right éalien’tly:
of driving the perfidious Yankees from their
soil, but will think better of it when they
mecet with a few samples. ,

My informant met with many of the dis?
armed garrison of this place between here
and Orizaba, they were telling wonderful
stories of the size of our horses; and the ter:
rible eflect of our shells, Littte confidence
will they inspire, wherever they go.

Itis thought the Mexican¥ intended ma<
leing one of their bold stands this side of Ja~ .

lapa. A few dnys.\@il‘[tel'}tﬁegto}&:"ig

o
o

In haste. G,

. .- VEra Crugz, April 6, 1’847,'."' whi

Cols. Kinuey and Banks, with Captairl *
MerrilP’s company of 2d dragoong; feturped:
last evening from'a scout in thé reighbor- =
hood of Mango'de Clabo, The country is
full of catile, but they are described asex- -
tremefy wild, and difficult either to catch'
or drive. Some plan will be contrived to’
bring them over: : S

I have another report in relafion to'San-
ta Anna. I heard it smflel;d":-. confidently
thistmorning that he had advariced s far ag'i -
Puebla this v’ﬁx;y- that he . was “positively’i
coming on' to-Jafapa and', that I
raice as' many - dolunteers:as, hie:
What he intendéd to-do:at Jal
er to fight or fo'attempt to negoti
—is not stated. ¥ give thig - as thi
mor up to this" momént-+<8 ¢'clock

Before ¥ ¢lose th th a3 ;
afgg

—
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